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Wow!  Another year gone.  Time really fly’s when you are having fun.   As we bid 
Goodbye to 2002 and celebrate the beginning of 2003, I would like to take this 
opportunity to share with everyone what the cadets have done over the past year.   I 
would tell you what the entire squadron did, but I do not follow, nor participate, in many 
of the opportunities available for Senior members, since I am always so busy with cadets.  
Please note that activities that take place every year have been highlighted in bold, so that 
you can remember them for next year. 
 
January started out rather slow.  A few of our cadets participated in Minnesota Wing’s 
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 Winging I
Annual SnoDaze Celebration.  While the rest of us stayed warm and 
comfort of our own homes, these cadets (along with the Senior Membe
chaperoned) spent the day skiing or sledding down the slopes of Afton
A good time was had and new friendships were formed.  February was
We started it out with Red Wing Composite Squadron’s Annual Ban
Dance. 
 
Many of our squadron’s members and their families dressed up and ca
of fun and fine dining.  Awards were presented and speeches were give
squadron had a team in the Minnesota Wing’s Annual Volleyball Com
& 2 Senior Members played Volleyball against teams from other squad
that event was St Cloud Squadron’s newly Annual St Cloud Lock-i
Senior Members in attendance had the opportunity to spend the night w
over Minnesota (and even a few from North Dakota) and enjoy swimm
climbing, dancing, basketball, and various other activities in the Unive
House.  Cadets even had the opportunity to log in some time on the Un
simulators. 
 
In March, our cadets got together to help out the United States Air For
the Snow Cross held at Welch Village Ski resort.  Things did not work
wanted them to, but the cadets were able to watch some of the Snow C
received some valuable training.  This activity was followed up with a 
a fun, social activity for the cadets to get to know each other.  April bro
time of year that our squadron runs its Annual BlackCAP Emergency
Several Cadets and most Senior Members attended this event in some 
squadron hosted approximately 145 members (from 3 different Wings)
Attending members learned a LOT about Emergency Services, and a L
to have some fun.   
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May was one of our busiest months.  A few cadets and many of the squadrons Senior Members attended Minnesota 
Wing’s Annual Wing Conference.  This was again another opportunity for our cadets and seniors to meet CAP 
members from other squadrons.  Saturday consisted of training, capped off with a formal banquet and a Military Ball.   
Many family members also attended this event and had a rousing good time.  Around midmonth, we had a Highway 
Cleanup day and did some Emergency Services Training.  Many interesting things can be found when your picking 
up the ditches along the highway.  I think that we all had a new understanding of why littering shouldn’t be done.  The 
ES training was a practice search for an imaginary downed airplane.  Cadets learned a great deal about what is 
necessary to participate in this sort of mission.  Memorial Weekend brought a parade, as well as our Red Wing 
Composite Squadron’s Annual Memorial Day Picnic.  Members and their families were invited to join the 
squadron for an afternoon of good food, good fun, and good people.  Members also participated in our first ever-
Annual Fundraising Garage/Bake Sale.  Money was earned and the entire squadron donated something to the cause.  
We kicked off the month of June with members hanging and participating in the County Market Hot Dogs Sales.  
Cadets also ran a Car Wash.  The day was cloudy, and threatening rain, but we somehow manage to find cars to wash 
and people to sell hot dogs to.  5 Cadets and 1 Senior Member from our squadron participated in the Minnesota Wing 
Encampment.  Encampment is a very important step in the Cadet Program.  A cadet cannot become an officer 
without first attending this event.  A few members also attended an Air Show in Winona, manning a recruiting booth. 
 
In July, we had 2 of our very own cadets participate in the Minnesota Wing Flight Academy in Mankato, MN.  Both 
cadets spent the week in Ground School, and learning how to fly.  Both cadets successfully graduated, flying the 
Cessna solo.    A squadron trip to Valley Fair as well as a weekend of ES training also took place in July.  With no 
relief in site, August started off with the parade at the Pierce County Fair.  We also had members in attendance at the 
Red Wing Pilot’s Association Fly-In Pancake Feed, manning a recruiting table, sharing Civil Air Patrol with the 
general public, participating in Flight Line duties, and parking cars.  We had a cadet training day and Lock-in also in 
August. 
 
September finally calmed the squadron down a little.  The only major event that took place in September was the Red 
Wing Squadron Open House near the end of the month.  Cadets worked hard to put together some informative 
tables and stations.  The month of Halloween, October, was busy once again, with a trip to Crystal Cave in Spring 
Valley, WI.  Members were given a personal tour of the caves by flashlight.  Another training day, which seems to 
have become annual, was the Cadet Programs Day/Corn Maze/Lock-In.  Red Wing cadets joined with Fort 
Snelling cadets in a day of teamwork orientation training, capped off with a haunting trip to a local Corn Maze.   
 
Running down, ever towards the end of the year, comes November.  A quiet when you consider all of the previous 
months.  There were no weekend activities in November.   Which brings us here to December, another quiet month 
with a holiday.  There had been activities planned, but the plans fell through and the peace continues.  A lull before 
the storm, December leads us into the busy schedule that is planned for next year. 
 
While compiling the information for all of the events listed above, I seriously wonder how I found time to support 
most of these events.  Civil Air Patrol has become a very important part of my life, and I would like to thank 
everyone; Parents, Seniors, and Cadets alike, for allowing me the opportunity to serve this squadron, and the 
continued support that you all give to help this squadron be the best that it can be. 
 
I will continue to need the support and resources that both parents and members can provide if we keep up this sort of 
schedule next year.  The schedule is quickly filling up.  While I don’t expect each cadet to attend every event, at least 
one event a month would be great, especially the training mission, the experience gained during training is invaluable 
if we are ever called upon to fulfill any of our missions. 
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 Focus Squadron Member of the Month 

 
 
 
 
 

I have changed this small section to include Senior Members as well.  Each month, I would like to 
focus on one of our squadron members.  It takes each one of us working together to make this squadron 
what it is.  I am currently looking for a Cadet or Senior member volunteer to take over this portion of 
the newsletter.  If you are interested, please contact 1Lt Mari Lucas. 
 
Our Focus Squadron Member of the Month is Captain Ellen Browning.  Captain Browning has been 
in Civil Air Patrol since 1990.  She started out as a Cadet in North Hennepin Composite Squadron.  She 
transferred a few times, from North Hennepin Squadron to Viking Squadron.  From Viking Squadron 
to Anoka Squadron, and from Anoka Squadron back to North Hennepin Squadron.  As a Cadet, the 
highest grade that Captain Browning achieved was C/Msgt.  She attended an Encampment as a Cadet, 
as well as becoming a Ground Team Member.  During one of the many Search and Rescue exercises 
that she attended, she met her husband, Major Andrew “Ace” Browning.  Captain Browning joined Red 
Wing Composite Squadron in 1995, around the same time that she turned from a Cadet member to a 
Senior member.  In Red Wing Squadron she held the position of Leadership Officer for a while and 
now serves as the Finance Officer in our squadron.  She resides in Rochester and works at the 
Rochester Community Technical College, taking care of all students Accounts Receivable.  She has a 
two-year-old daughter, named Abigail.  Captain Ellen Browning is an integral part of our unit.  She 
supports both Cadet and Senior Programs, as well as the Finance portion of the squadron.  We would 
not be in business if it were not for her many hours of dedication. 

1Lt Mari Lucas

 

If you are interested in being next months focus member, please contact 1Lt Mari Lucas for 
details.  Also, this article can be written by any squadron member, if you are interested in writing 
this article, or any article, feel free to make a submission by the 15th of the month prior to the 
month that you would like your article to appear in. 
This Month in Our Squadrons History 
This monthly feature of our newsletter comes to us from Major Andrew “Ace” Browning, our Squadron Historian 
 
JANUARY 
 
Last year - Cadet Shashona Lucas joined Civil Air Patrol at Red Wing Composite Squadron. 
5 yrs ago - After a year, C/FO Bryce Duncan was FINALLY presented the Gen Billy Mitchell Award 

      #43543 which was dated 30JUL97! 
10 yrs ago - The only Black-Cap ever held in January was Number 9: 64 cadets and 24 seniors from  
             13 units attended. 
15 yrs ago - Cadet Vicki Eckhoff promoted to C/Sgt. 
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 Civil Air Patrol has a role in Homeland Security  
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YI--: Monday, December 30, 2002 5:37 PM 
BC-TN--Civil Air Patrol,0360 
ivil Air Patrol has role in homeland security 

    KNOXVILLE, Tenn. (AP) - The job of the Civil Air Patrol isn't just search and rescue operations 
nymore, national commander Major General Richard Bowling says. It is also homeland security.  The patrol 
as been included in the U.S. Air Force's Homeland Security Directorate, underscoring the civilian auxiliary's 
ew prominence in the post-Sept. 11 world.  

    "Our visibility and our role is greatly magnified," said Bowling, 54, a Knoxville native and University of 
ennessee graduate in his second year commanding the patrol.  "It carves us out a special niche we have 
ever had. It gives us more flexibility in the execution of our mission, plus it enables us to work with other
ead federal agencies in homeland security.  "Traditionally the "eyes of the home skies" and frequently in the 
ews as searchers when airplanes crash in rugged terrain, the patrol is gearing up should America invade Iraq.  
Our people are in the process of training and developing additional skills so that if there's a rapid 
eployment, our people could fill in where needed

 

," Bowling said. 

    The organization flew numerous missions in response to the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks, including 
econnaissance flights and aerial photography sorties over the World Trade Center site and transporting 
lood.    Bowling, who joined the Civil Air Patrol as a cadet in 1961, was promoted Dec. 3 to major general. 
he next day he went to the White House, where he was named to a 43-member National Citizen Corps 
ouncil.  The council has representatives from state and local governments, first-responder groups, 
mergency management agencies, volunteer service organizations and the private sector. 

    Mike Brown, deputy director of the Federal Emergency Management Agency, said the national council 
will play a major role in promoting citizen preparedness and homeland security nationwide." 

   "The goal is to have 400,000 volunteers by March 2003," Bowling said. "That's a tall order, but the 
resident has the weight of his office behind it." 

Civil Air Patrol: http://www.capnhq.gov/ 
(Copyright 2002 by The Associated Press.  All Rights Reserved.) 

 

 

LEADERSHIP QUOTES 
  
"To lead people, walk beside them ...As for the best leaders, the people do not notice their 
existence.  The next best, the people honor and praise.  The next, the people fear; and the next, the 
people hate ...When the best leader's work is done the people say, 'We did it ourselves!'" - Lao-tsu 
  
"Only those who do not seek power are qualified to hold it." - Plato 
  
"All of the great leaders have had one characteristic in common: it was the willingness to confront 
unequivocally the major anxiety of their people in their time.  This, and not much else, is the 
essence of leadership." - John Kenneth Galbraith 

http://www.capnhq.gov/
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Upcoming Meetings and Activities 
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enewals, Birthdays, New Members
 

Welcome New Members: 
Cadets 
None 

Seniors 
None 

 
Membersip: 
Cadets-19 
Seniors-35 

 

enewals: 
anuary:     February: 

ill Cleary     Ryan Streifel 

irthdays: 
anuary:     February: 
aren Barrie  Francis Klein  Ellen Browning 
ryce Duncan     Isaac Cudd 
uncan Engh     Alecia Perry 
ary Fried     Nathanial Roesler
yan Streifel     Luke Wegner 
Please remember that the Meeting Agendas may (and will) occasionally change.
Also remember to always dress for the weather, as we may be outside. 
2 January 2003  Regular Meeting 

Uniform: Blues 

Institution of Cadet Command 

Public Affairs Class (SM Stephen Rosenthal)

9 January 2003  Regular Meeting 

Uniform: BDUs 

Emergency Services (SM Emily Hellmuth) 

Drill (SM Emily Hellmuth) 

16 January 2003  Regular Meeting 

Uniform: Blues 

Moral Leadership (Chaplain Don Mikitta) 

Aerospace (Maj Blaze Cunningham) 

23 January 2003  Regular Meeting 

Uniform: Blues 

Guest Speaker 

Leadership Exercise 

30 January 2003  Awards Gathering 

Uniform: Blues 

Families are invited 

Dinner at 7pm 
Upcoming Activities 
 
January 25  SnoDaze 
This is a chance for cadets to meet other 
cadets from around the wing.  They get to 
spend the day skiing at Afton Alps.  There is 
also a CAC (Cadet Advisory Council) 
meeting during this event.  If you would like 
to attend this activity, you will need to see 
2Lt Bryce Duncan for more information. 
 
January 30  Awards Gathering 
All squadron members, along with their 
families, are invited to attend an informal 
awards gathering.  Sandwiches, chips, and 
beverages will be served.  CAP members, the 
uniform for the evening is Blues. Family 
members, feel free to come, dressed, as you 
are to help us celebrate our squadron 
membership.  See 1Lt Lucas with questions. 
 
February 15-16 Volleyball 

Competition and 
Lock-In 

A chance for Red Wing Cadet and Senior 
Members to join up, compete as a team, and 
have A LOT of fun getting to know people 
from other squadrons.  We spend the night as 
the St Cloud University Field House and 
have many opportunities for fun.  See 1Lt 
Lucas with questions. 



PROMOTIONS 
 
Cadet Master Sergeant Brandon Avery 
Cadet Master Sergeant Adam Carlstrom 
Cadet Airman First Class Lucas Hansen 
Cadet Airman First Class Joe Homan 
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Red Wing 
Squadron 
MN104 
Cadet Airman First Class Ken Fearon  

 
There has been a lot of work towards promoting from many other members, don’t 
get discouraged, keep working hard and your name will soon be featured in this 
spot as well. 

Newly Assigned Cadet 
Command Staff Positions  
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 e’re on the Web!  

isit us at: 

ww.mnwg.cap.gov/redwing 

quadron Commander: 
ancy Hoium, Major 
hoium@redwing.net 
51-388-9266 

eputy Commander for 
eniors 
icki Eckhoff, Major 

.eckhoff@mcfcannon.com 
51-388-0398 

eputy Commander for 
adets 
ari Lucas, 1LT 
caspm@earthlink.net 
51-345-5309 

perations Officer  
eff Bartelt, Capt 
Take the time to congratulate the newly appointed Cadet Command Staff 
Members for our Squadron.  Each one of these cadets was worked hard over
the last few months to achieve these positions.  These positions have been 
assigned for a six-month period.  The staff members will work to help our 
squadron grow while continuing work towards their own promotions. 
 
C/MSgt Brandon Avery      Cadet Commander 
C/MSgt Adam Carlstrom    Cadet Deputy Commander 
C/SrA Paul Austin                Flight Commander for Alpha Flight 
C/A1C Joe Homan               Flight Sergeant for Alpha Flight 
C/Amn Andrew Dose           Flight Commander for Bravo Flight 
C/A1C Lucas Hansen          Flight Commander for Bravo Flight 
 
All other cadets have been assigned to Flights.  They will remain in these 
flights for the next six months.  Along with the new Command Staff in the 
squadron, I will be assigning new Support Staff positions.  Please see 1Lt 
Stacy Wegner if there is a support staff position that you are interested in. 
 
       1Lt Mari Lucas 
The First Cadet… 

I would like to give all of my cadets some incentive to learn & 
grow with our program.  I also want to make sure that EVERY 
CADET is reading this newsletter.  Even though some of the 
newsletter does not seem to pertain to the cadets, the 
information is all important to the entire squadron.  So….  
 
The first cadet that properly reports to 1Lt Mari Lucas & tells 
her the names of the second three achievements will receive a 

prize!! 

mailto:Nhoium@redwing.net
mailto:v.eckhoff@mcfcannon.com
mailto:lucaspm@earthlink.net

